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Jewish Home Family Staff: Heroic and Resilient

Carol Silver Elliott, President & CEO, 
Jewish Home Family
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 Dear friends,

This line from Thomas Paine has echoed in 

my mind in recent weeks, “These are the 

times that try men’s souls.” Surely these are 

the times that have tried all of us, on so many 

different levels. This pandemic is a challenge unlike any we have 

ever seen or experienced. We often describe it with staff as being 

at war with an enemy that is incredibly difficult to fight, impossible 

to see, hard to get our hands around, and unpredictable. Yet our 

“soldiers” in this battle — our staff — don’t let up. They are not just 

working hard, they are going above and beyond every day. Each 

one of them is a hero as are our residents, family members, and 

many in the community.

What do heroes do during this time of pandemic? A number of our 

staff have been ill with COVID-19; yet, as soon as they are able, 

they are back to work and giving it their all. We have asked people 

to play roles that they don’t normally play and they have done so 

with grace and open hearts. Here are just a few examples — many 

of our staff at the Jewish Home at Rockleigh have become certified 

to assist with dining (a State requirement to have any involvement 

with resident dining). The Foundation staff now delivers meals on 

one of the units, the Finance team on another unit, and the Activities 

staff are on the Seiden unit assisting people to eat. Our Gallen 

Center team has been helpful on all of the units. Some of them 

assist with dining, others help with virtual visiting and still others 

are raising the spirits of the elders by providing entertainment and 

fun in the hallways.

Heroes go above and beyond to help. Chris Pableo, Director of 

our @HomeCare program, is a perfect example. One of our clients 

lives in West Orange and needed groceries that her family could 

not provide at this time. Chris spent more than two hours in the 

kosher market (a brand new experience for him) with his phone 

glued to his ear while he filled a cart with the specific things that 

this woman wanted. Chris would tell you “this is just what we do.” 

Lauren Levant, our VP of Human Resources, has been the point 

person for staff, and monitoring who is out and when they are 

coming back. One of our nursing staff called her to report that she 

had tested positive. As Lauren always does, she had a conversation 

with the woman and found that she lived alone. She asked her what 

we could do to help and whether there was  anything she needed. 

Our nurse replied that she never asks for help but that she could 

really use toilet paper and sanitizing wipes. Lauren gathered the 

items, put them in a bag and called the nurse to tell her she was 

delivering them. The employee burst into tears of relief. Lauren 

would echo Chris’ words, “this is what we do.”

Our heroes include board members who have made donations 

to help with our COVID-19 expenses, who have sent in meals and 

treats for our staff and who have sent us many messages of support 

and encouragement. Our heroes include family members who have 

been patient and understanding with the visiting restrictions and 

the limited schedule of virtual visiting. So many family members 

have also called or emailed with messages of gratitude and even 

sent in packaged treats for staff. When we asked on social media for 

face masks, the response from our community was overwhelming. 

So many people called or emailed to say that they would send us 

50 or 100 or more. We even had someone make face shields and 

provide 100 to us — all items that we very much needed.

As I write these words, we do not see the smooth road that we 

believe lies ahead of the very bumpy one we are now on, but we 

know that day will come. We look forward to the time when life 

as we have known it resumes, when our buildings are filled with 

visitors and families, when our elders are outside enjoying the 

sunshine, and we are all together again. We wish you all strength 

and good health.

All the best,
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Construction Moves Forward
Melanie S. Cohen, CFRE, Executive Director, Jewish Home Foundation

In mid-February, on-site construction offices, backhoes, bulldozers, 

dump trucks, construction workers and supplies began arriving 

at 10 Link Drive — the Jewish Home at Rockleigh Campus — and 

the long awaited construction work on the Jewish Home’s Second 

Century Project got underway! Work has continued on the project 

unabated as both Federal and State officials have exempted 

construction sites from those businesses ordered to shut down 

due to the Covid-19 emergency. 

The work currently being done includes new drainage, curbing, and 

visitor parking areas at the entrances to both the current facility 

and the new Center For Rehabilitation Excellence. This will provide 

uninterrupted visitor parking and easy access to the Jewish Home 

at Rockleigh during the construction of the new facility that will 

adjoin the Rockleigh facility. It is anticipated that work on these 

areas will be finished by the end of April, allowing the use of old 

parking areas to be utilized for the construction of the new facility. The Center for Rehabilitation Excellence will be complimented by 

a new attached sub-acute inpatient facility for short-term stays. 

The two-story building will feature 60 private rooms, in four small 

units of 15, creating a warm and welcoming setting for those elder 

adults in need of rehab services and returning back to their homes 

in the community. 

This vital transformation will enhance quality of life and experience 

in the Jewish Home’s 105 years of tradition of providing the finest 

services to older adults. This project is being funded by the Jewish 

Home Foundation’s $30 Million Second Century Campaign. To date, 

the Campaign has raised just over $24 Million from supporters in 

the community. The Campaign continues to its completion, and 

there are numerous opportunities to honor or memorialize loved 

ones with gifts to the Campaign. 

When completed, the project will include the new Charles P. 

Berkowitz Center for Rehabilitation Excellence, and will feature 

the latest modalities in both inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation 

services, including occupational and speech therapies in an 

optimal state-of-the-art facility that will enable expanded services. 

The Center will have a dedicated ambulance entrance, an indoor 

walking track and an Aquatic Therapy Center featuring warm water 

therapy pools for both group and warm water exercise. These pools 

will be equipped with underwater treadmills and video equipment 

to allow therapists to monitor and track progress. 

Gifts to the Campaign can be made in the form of cash, appreciated 

securities, direct distribution from IRAs, or with a deferred planned 

gift by naming the Jewish Home as a beneficiary in planned giving 

vehicles such as wills, retirement plans or life insurance policies. 

We invite you to join us on this journey — a journey to enhance the 

lives of our elders. For further information on giving opportunities, 

contact mcohen@jewishhomefamily.org or 201-750-4231, or go to 

http://www.jewishhomefamily.org/2ndcentury.
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The new CARES Act, formally named ‘‘Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 

Security Act’’, brings a variety of actions aimed at aiding in the fight against 

COVID-19, along with spurring economic stability and growth. Below are a 

few details that you may find helpful as you plan your 2020 charitable giving.

A temporary universal charitable deduction for non-itemizers 
is capped at $300. The deduction is for cash only.

What does this mean to you — In recent years, it was more difficult for 

individuals to reach the threshold required to qualify for a charitable write-

off (itemizers).  The temporary change allows donors, who don’t normally 

qualify for a charitable write-off (non-itemizers), the ability to deduct a cash 

gift up to $300.

A temporary increase of the limits for charitable deductions for 
gifts made by individuals and corporations. For individuals who 
itemize their tax deductions, total charitable deduction can be 
up to 100% of the donors’ adjusted gross income. Corporations 
can deduct up to 25% of their taxable income.

What does this mean to you — In recent years, donors who itemized their tax 

deductions were able to deduct up to 60% of their adjusted gross income. 

The temporary change allows donors to deduct up to 100% of their adjusted 

gross income. Similarly, in recent years, corporations were allowed to 

deduct up to 10% of its taxable income. The temporary change allows 

corporate donors to deduct up to 25%.

The CARES Act essentially suspended required minimum 
distributions (RMDs) for 2020 across the board.  

What does this mean to you — Suspending RMDs gives you the ability 

to either leave investment portfolios or utilize them for charitable giving 

with direct transfers. If you were planning to make a Qualified Charitable 

Distribution from your IRA or 401(k) in 2020, it can be still utilized by the end 

of the year when the markets recover. 

In 2020, Americans impacted by the coronavirus crisis can take 
out up to $100,000 from their IRA or 401(k) without penalty tax.  

What does this mean to you — Normally, withdrawing from your 401(k) or 

traditional IRA before age 59-1/2 means that you’ll have to pay income tax 

and a 10% penalty on the amount you withdraw. Now, by default, the taxable 

distribution is spread out over three years, but can be treated as taxable 

income in 2020 if desired. This might make sense if 2020 is a low-income 

year.

These are summaries of some of the far reaching changes resulting from 

the 880 page CARES Act. As always, be sure to consult with a professional 

before making important financial decisions.

For further information on how these actions can help you make a 

charitable donation, call Paul Kaplan at 551-444-3135 or email pkaplan@

jewishhomefamily.org.

You and Philanthropy:                                                      
Tax Implications of Covid-19 Federal CARES Act
Paul Kaplan, Senior Development Associate, Jewish Home Foundation

New This Year!

Featuring the Catering of

Northern Valley Affairs 

Watch the mail for your invitation in June!              
Please call us at 551-444-3166

Honoring 

Wilson Aboudi
at the 

Montammy Golf Club
Alpine, NJ 

DATE CHANGE
Monday, July 20, 2020

26th Annual
Golf, Tennis & Card 

Outing

Honor Your Loved Ones

Residents, families and members of the community are 

invited to celebrate birthdays and simchas, or honor/

remember loved ones by sponsoring either a Shabbat 

or Yom Tov Kiddush ($150), or by dedicating a large 

print Holiday Prayer Book ($36). For further information, 

contact the Development Office at 201-750-4231 or 

dmcgovern@jewishhomefamily.org.

Prayer Book sponsored by
Harriet Samuels & Lyn Frankel

in memory of Mildred Goldstein 

Prayer Book sponsored by
Janess, David & Joseph Messner
in memory of Mildred Goldstein 

Monthly Shabbat Kiddushes sponsored by
Alan Musicant and Martin Kasdan
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“Happy is he who performs a good deed: for he may tip the scales for himself and the world” 

— Talmud: Kiddushin 40:2

Master Builder
The Russell Berrie Foundation

The Kaplen Foundation

Designer
Henry & Marilyn Taub Foundation

Builder
Joan & Robert Hess

Eva Holzer

Architect
Elaine Adler

William Lippman

Draftsman
Richard H. Holzer Memorial

   Foundation 

Valley National Bank

Lynne & Martin Zaikov

Engineer
Lovey Beer

Englewood Health

Eleanor Epstein

Judy & Ary Freilich

Judy & Jonathan Furer

Gayle & Mel Gerstein

Debbie & Stuart Himmelfarb

Arlene & Donald Kesselman

Lewis Family Trust –

   Larry Levy, Trustee

Lisa & Bruce Mactas

The Martin Family

Maxine & Robert Peckar

JoAnn Hassan & Martin Perlman

Jayne & David Petak

Rachel & Michael Rimland

Donna & David Schweid

The Shapiro Family Foundation

The Sylvia & Stanley Shirvan

   Foundation

Mindy & Barry Sprung

John Weiss

The Zaro Family

Planner
Anonymous

Gloria & Wilson Aboudi

Roberta Abrams

Tina & Ron Aroesty

Barnett Design, Inc.

Jane & George Bean

Jessica & Garret Bedrin

Anita & Howard Blatt

Barry Blecher

Myrna & Yale Block

Alan Bloom

Judith & Robert Cook

Cheryl & Edward Dauber

Rena Rosenberg & Roy Davidovitch

EMS, LLC

Jack Feiler

Esther & Warren Feldman

Wendy & Richard Goldstein

The Golub Family

Gralla Family Philanthropic Fund

Rosalind & Louis  z”l Green

The Burton G. & Anne C. Greenblatt

   Foundation

Margie & Brett Harwood

Dorothy & Aaron Henschel

Viviana & Robert Holzer

HomeWell Senior Care

IPPC Pharmacy

Robin & Robert Jaffin

Eva & Howard Jakob

Linda & Ilan Kaufthal

Stephanie & Barry Kissler

Donna & Glenn Kissler

Judy & Joseph Klyde

Lee Langbaum

Lapin Family Foundation

Gail & David Lazarus

Arlene & Howard Lemelson

Kathy & Richard Leventhal

Beth & Rafael Levin

Alice & Alan Lieber

Sherri & Howard Lippman

Rita Merendino

Beth & Mark Metzger Foundation

Network Doctor

Ann Oster

Pharmscript, LLC

Linda & Kalmon Post

Rubin Cohen Foundation –

   Bertha & Vincent Witt z”l

Diane & Mark Seiden

Pearl Seiden

Leon Sokol

Elizabeth & Michael Sternlieb

Iris & Norbert Strauss

Shelley & Ira Taub

Benay & Steven Taub

VNA Health Group

Tobi & Scott Weinstein

Arlene Zweifler

Apprentice
Ronit & Marc Arginteanu

Debbie & Donald Aronson

Pearl & Michael Bergstein

Rachel & Charles P. Berkowitz

Barbara & Paul Brensilber

Geri & David Cantor

Taran & Howard Chernin

Melanie & Jeffrey Cohen

Cornell Surgical Co.

Deborah & Ronald Eisenberg

Carol Silver Elliott & Thomas Elliott

Nancy & Larry Epstein

Caryn & Mark Follender

B. Foschino & Son Landscape

Gallagher

Eva Lynn & Leo Gans

Amie Gartenberg

Sandra & Arnold  z”l Gold

Steven Morey Greenberg

Gutterman and Musicant

   Jewish Funeral Directors

Jean & Brian Hallowell

Barbara & Michael J. Harris

Bebe Herman

Sunni & Jonathan Herman

Margi Hirshberg

Shulie & Daniel Hochstadt

Terri & Lawrence Katz

Marie Adler-Kravecas & Saul Kravecas

Naomi Levine

Nina Kampler & Zvi Marans

Ilene & Howard Pakett

Precision Health Inc.

Daniel Rubin

Linda & Brad Ruder – Brad-Core

Susan M. Saril

Judy Schmutter, DDS

Martin A. Schwartz

Susan & Charles Silberman

The Stasny Family

Cynthia & Abe Steinberger

Ellen Strahl

Roslyn Swire

Michelle & Scott Tesser –

   Joseph & Arlene Taub Foundation

Harley & Eli Ungar

Rona & Arthur Weinberg

Kathleen P. West

Inge Wolff & Family

Anne & Jeffrey Zenn 

Martha Zilbert

Novice
Anonymous

William Finch

Peggy Kabakow

Sharon & Kenneth Kaufmann

Dori & Rabbi David-Seth Kirshner

Lauren & Rick Levant

Jay Levine

Becky & Derek Levy

Rita & Leonard Messinger

Perkins Eastman Architects

Nadine & Steve Posnansky

Sheila & Gabe Schlisser

Brandy & Timothy Stefanco

USI Insurance Services

As of April 10, 2020

2020
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There are many aspects of this pandemic that have caused all of us to do things 

differently. Many people have had to make major adjustments in their work and the 

way they live their lives. In healthcare organizations, the adjustments have been even 

more dramatic and sweeping. At The Jewish Home Family, we have put tremendous 

energy and resources into both preparing for, and meeting, the challenges of this 

virus. We have had many direct costs associated with COVID-19 and we have had other 

costs associated with loss of revenue.

One of the hardest hit areas, financially, is the Gallen Day Center. We wanted desperately 

to keep the Center open because we know it is a lifeline for our participants, but the 

State closed all day programs. If we remain closed for 180 days, as seems likely, we will 

lose $360,000 in revenue. Some of our @HomeCare business has also been impacted. 

Most of the aides we have are still in place but there are few new cases as people are 

afraid to let anyone into their room. That 90 day loss will be $30,000. Both the Jewish 

Home at Rockleigh and Jewish Home Assisted Living are also experiencing revenue 

decreases as new admissions are either not coming or waiting until this pandemic 

finally ends. We expect lost revenue at the Jewish Home Assisted Living of $63,000 

and at the Jewish Home at Rockleigh of $981,000, both over a three-month period.

Direct costs are also significant. To this point, we have spent over $100,000 in PPE 

(personal protective equipment) as well as other items associated with this outbreak, 

including thermometers, sanitizers and cleaning products. We’ve had to purchase 

more technology to help facilitate virtual visits between elders and their families.

Finally, staffing is a big cost as well. Because of the virus, we have had many expenses 

associated with sick leave and those using benefit time. We’ve had staff working 

overtime and we’ve had to bring in agency staff to help us cover the gaps. Over 90 

days, that’s a $258,000 cost to the Jewish Home at Rockleigh and a $39,000 cost to the 

Jewish Home Assisted Living.

The total impact is close to $2 Million, and still counting. There is no question that this 

will end at some point, and there is no question that we will come back from it and 

move forward. But 2020 will be a year we will long remember, in many respects. 

How Will the Covid-19 Emergency Affect 
Jewish Home Budgets 
Carol Silver Elliott, President & CEO, Jewish Home Family and Brandy Stefanco, 
Chief Financial Officer, Jewish Home Family

Jewish Home Delivers During Pandemic

Covid -19 did not stop the Jewish Home from delivering 350 Hot Kosher Passover Meals 

to the elderly living at home in time for the 1st Seder. This program utilizes 35 volunteers, 

who this year, delivered meals to front doors. Meals are prepared in the Jewish Home 

at Rockleigh kitchen. This program is managed by Stacey Orden, Jewish Home Family 

Director of Volunteer Services, and is funded by Jewish Federation of NNJ.

Join the effort. 

Please help us reach our goal!

Coming in 2020!
The Charles P. Berkowitz Center 

for Rehabilitation Excellence
To make a gift:

Text “2nd Century” to #77948
or go to 

JewishHomeFamily.org/2ndCentury
or call 551-444-3135
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Convenience Store a Welcome Help to Jewish Home Employees
Sunni Herman, Executive Vice President, Jewish Home at Rockleigh

So how do you help your heroes? That 

was the question posed by Jewish Home 

management and leadership staff, as coping 

with the effects of the Covid-19 emergency 

moved from days to weeks, and knowing 

that the situation would not relent 

for the foreseeable future. What 

was it that we could do to lighten 

the already heavy load the Jewish 

Home staff was dealing with — 

coming to work every day, family 

concerns and, of course, providing 

the bare necessities their families 

needed in terms of meals.

“Let’s lighten the load of grocery 

shopping for the necessities,” 

I mentioned to Dining Services 

Director Nelson Reyes. As has 

happened time and again, Nelson took it and 

ran. Thus, t he Jewish Home Convenience 

Store was born, both at the Jewish 

Home at Rockleigh and the Jewish Home 

Assisted Living.

Every Friday afternoon since, the staff can 

stop by the cafeteria and pick up basics such 

as milk, bread, eggs and toilet paper! You 

guessed it, the most popular item being sold 

is the toilet paper! Employees are offered 

the items at the Jewish Home’s 

cost, and there is a reasonable 

limit of purchases. 

For staff, especially those going 

home to families and children, 

knowing they can pick-up a few 

things before the end of their 

shift has been a tremendous help 

in lightening their load. It’s just 

one small way of letting them 

know that we appreciate their 

commitment to our elders and that 

we care about them.

Jewish Home Family Enhances Digital Connectivity in Face of Physical Isolation
Ezra HaLevi, Director of Communications & Technology, Jewish Home Family

The Jewish Home Family has always been 

about fostering connections between 

families and their elders, so when the State 

of New Jersey issued the directive barring 

visitors, the tech and recreation teams on 

both Jewish Home campuses got together 

to develop a plan to drastically expand the 

ways in which elders could connect with 

their families.

“In choosing the communication channels, 

the guiding principle was ease of use utilizing 

tools that families were already familiar 

with,” I explained. “We chose FaceTime and 

Skype as the primary channels since the 

majority of families were familiar with one 

or the other — and those services can be set 

up free on almost any device.”

Connections within the buildings were also 

enhanced, especially since group activities 

and dining were being minimized, and 

eventually cancelled altogether. Recreation 

staff goes room-to-room to recreate the 

rich programming for which the Recreation 

Departments on both campuses are known. 

As well, the Tech Department presents 

a menu of options for using the in-house 

television channels, as well as the digital 

signage placed around both buildings and 

all nursing stations. 

Zoom video conferencing software is being 

used to continue exercise and discussion 

classes at the Jewish Home Assisted Living. 

At the Jewish Home at Rockleigh, families 

began sending in videos of grandchildren 

playing music for elders, the JCC’s 

Thurnauer School of Music sent personalized 

programming for the in-house channel, and 

Temple Emanu-El of Closter provided a rich 

array of Judaic programming, including 

two lengths of seders for residents and 

families to tune into simultaneously in order 

to enjoy seder night in a meaningful way. 

Childrens’ cards for elders and staff were 

also combined with music, and aired on the 

in-house channel and digital signs.

Some more experimental modes of 

communication included helping elders and 

their families at JHAL set up  the “drop-in” 

functionality for those with Amazon Alexa 

Show devices. This allowed one-way 

initiation of video calls so the elder does 

not need to hunt for the “answer” button. 

The elder can also initiate a video call with 

their voice.

The Jewish Home Tech team remains 

committed to enhancing connections with 

elders during this difficult time and of course, 

into the future. Any ideas or requests should 

be sent to info@jewishhomefamily.org and 

will be answered in a timely manner.



“Now More Than Ever” Covid-19 
  Emergency Fund

This is a particularly difficult time to 

care for the elderly, most especially 

those that provide residential settings 

for assisted living, long-term care 

and sub-acute care such as The 

Jewish Home Family. We are truly 

on the front lines of the pandemic. 

The challenges are widespread, and 

include an unanticipated financial 

burden on our operating budgets.

❑ $36
❑ $50 

❑ $100 
❑ $250 

❑ $500
❑ $1000

❑ $_________

1.   A gift of $100 can provide our 

nursing staff with 40 safety 

glasses, 25 clothing coveralls, 

40 isolation gowns, 125 disposable 

face masks

Here’s how you can help!

Yes, I want to help!

2.   A gift of $1000 can stock 

much-needed equipment such 

as 5 forehead thermometers, 

500 N95 masks, 2 iPads to 

keep elders connected

To make a donation: 

1. Call us at 201-750-4231 with credit card information

2.  Enter this link into your browser: http://jewishhomefamily.org/donate

3.  Mail a check to:  Jewish Home Foundation, 10 Link Drive, Rockleigh, NJ 07647
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