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Editorial
The Jewish Home Family

“D

o not forsake
me when I
am old.”
That heartrending plea comes from
Psalm 71. We learn from it that
the desire shared by everybody
who has not yet hit old age — to
move away from it, to hide ourselves away from it, to separate
ourselves from the elderly — or
more realistically to hide the
elderly away from us, to run
away quickly as they stumble
after us — is a very old one.
The impulse to run away is
understandable. If we are lucky,
we too will be very old one day;
it’s only in fiction that someone gets to reach some peak
in middle age and then somehow re-young backward. (And
how unpleasant would that
be, knowing that diapers and
bland food and long hours in
the crib staring at some dumb
mobile await us.) Often (but
not always) age comes along
with increased understanding,
patience, insight, and compassion. It also can bring physical
disabilities and dementia. It
also often is accompanied by
fear, because the strange physical phenomena people experience as they age lead inexorably
toward death.
So — we are lucky enough to

live in a time and place where
most people are well-nourished, get at least adequate
and often state-of-the-art
healthcare, and are not prey to
predators or natural disasters.
Many people live far longer
than anyone since the biblical
generations before the flood.
This is both a wonderful
thing and a challenge. How do
we help very old people? It’s a
new dilemma, only a few generations old. Can they live at
home alone? Yes, sometimes,
usually with help. No, often,
it’s just not possible. Can they
live with their adult children?
Yes, sometimes, usually if the
house is big. No, often, it’s just
not possible. Can they live in
run-of-the-mill assisted living
facilities or nursing homes?
Yes, they can, assuming they
can afford it, but often it’s a
very diminished kind of a living
that’s available to them.
That’s where the Jewish
Home Family comes in. The
organization, created in 1915
to take care of poor Jewish children whose families
were stretched so thin that
they relinquished them to an
orphanage, the Hebrew Home
in Jersey City, quickly became
a refuge for the elderly as well,
as we detail in the cover story.

TRUTH REGARDLESS OF CONSEQUENCES

Soon, the organization, which
has renamed itself a few times
during its first century, dedicated itself solely to the elderly
and the infirm.
As Eli Ungar, who chairs the
Jewish Home Family’s board,
points out, there is a great
deal of need in this community, and there also is a great
deal of affluence. The Jewish
Home Family requires a lot of
money to keep providing the
kind of care that it gives. It also
requires a lot of time from volunteers, and attention from
the community.
In return, it gives all of us,
no matter how old we are, the
chance to understand how
to grow old with grace, love,
and understanding. It gives
the community’s children an
opportunity to demystify aging
by allowing them to spend
time with people generations
older than they are. It gives
the elderly a chance to live
not only with dignity but with
verve, and it allows the middleaged the opportunity to model
the kind of old age into which
they would like to grow.
We salute the Jewish Home
Family, and we hope that the
whole community comes to
share the love we feel for it.
—JP

Trouble in Israel

W

e feel that
we should
acknowledge
the nightmare
now going on in Israel but we
do not know what we can say.
These attacks are so personal. It is impossible to imagine being a young teenager

Jewish
Standard
1086 Teaneck Road
Teaneck, NJ 07666
(201) 837-8818
Fax 201-833-4959
Publisher
James L. Janoff
Associate Publisher Emerita
Marcia Garfinkle

with a knife, stabbing random strangers to death. It is
impossible to imagine that
level of hatred, of blind malice, of evil. It is impossible
to imagine the culture that
would encourage such evil,
that instead of being horrified
by it would lionize it. Yet that
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is what Israelis are facing.
All we can do now is send
love, hope they do not give in
to terror or despair, and pray
that their leaders somehow
find the wisdom to keep them
safe. At the very least, we hope
they know that they are not
—JP
alone.
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Susan Rice tells Abe
Foxman Bibi is a racist

I

sraelis are being knifed every
day in the streets of their cities. Iran has just violated the
American nuclear accord
before the ink was even dry by testing a ballistic missile. The new Labor
leader in the UK will not even mention the word Israel. But if you were
to ask America’s national security
adviser why Prime Minister Netanyahu opposes Barack Obama’s
policies, she would tell you it is not
because of this global outbreak of
mayhem and anti-Semitism.
Rather, it is because Bibi is a
racist.
Under President Obama’s watch,
death and chaos are
proliferating across
the Middle East. Syria
has been massacring
civilians in the hundreds of thousands
and using chemical
weapons with impunity. ISIS is committing genocide against
Rabbi
Christians as well
Shmuley
as anyone else who
Boteach
does not swear allegiance to it. Russia’s
bloodlust for more territory and
world influence is increasing daily
and it is killing thousands of Ukrainian civilians in the process. Iran is
threatening to wipe out the Jewish
state in a second holocaust while
simultaneously doing everything
it can to acquire nuclear weapons.
Yet President Obama has never once
condemned the daily Iranian genocidal threats against the Jewish state
— a point Prime Minister Netanyahu
made powerfully in his powerful 44
seconds of silence in his UN address.
Does Susan Rice really believe

that the prime minister’s opposition to the administration’s policies
stems from the fact that the president is black?
Back in February of this year, my
organization, the World Values Network, took out an ad in the New
York Times that highlighted Susan
Rice’s inaction during the Rwandan genocide, when she served
on President Clinton’s national
security team. She and her colleagues stood by and let 800,000
men, women, and children be massacred. Our ad connected Rice’s
response to this genocide with her
condemnation of Benjamin Netanyahu’s address before
Congress. During that
speech, Netanyahu,
the leader of a nation
that experienced the
world’s worst genocide, was asking the
world’s most powerful legislature to take
Iran’s annihilatory
threats against Israel
seriously.
I later apologized
to Ms. Rice for the ad
because the public perception of
the ad was a personal rather than a
policy critique.
I stand by that apology.
The job of a communicator is to
communicate effectively. When
we fall short we must take responsibility for our failures. I issued an
apology that clarified my belief
that Rice truly wants to stop Iran
from acquiring nuclear weapons,
and will stand by her pledge that
she will take dramatic action on
any future genocides and never be
a bystander to wholesale slaughter

Shmuley Boteach of Englewood is the author of 30 books, including his
upcoming “The Israel Warriors Handbook.” Follow him on Twitter @
RabbiShmuley.
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CELEBRATING 100 YEARS

Living longer,
living happier
Board chair Eli Ungar talks about the Jewish Home Family
JOANNE PALMER

O

Jewish Home at Rockleigh resident Irwin Brownstein takes part in the annual
Jewish Home Olympics. Residents compete against Gallen Adult Medical Day
Care program participants and residents of the nearby county-run nursing home.
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n the one hand, people live
there.
Most of the residents of the
Russ Berrie Home for Jewish
Living at the Jewish Home at Rockleigh are
old, many are frail, and all need help with
at least some of the physical demands of
ordinary life.
They come to the light-flooded, alwaysclean-but-never-sterile building with long
histories, with memories of joy and frequently with more-recent memories of
sadness, with fear, pain, and fatigue, as
well as with hope and love. Many of them
are fragile, and they bring their entire lives
to the building.
They must be treated with respect,
attention, and care.
On the other hand, the Jewish Home
is a big institution, part of an even larger
one, called the Jewish Home Family, which
oversees assisted living, adult daycare

programs, and services that allow people
to age in place at home, and provides cutting-edge social services to participants.
Those two truths — the delicate, everchanging, and always individual reality of
every human life and the large-scale needs
of a complex, financially and organizationally demanding organization — meet at the
Jewish Home Family’s various institutions.
The corners have to meet with precision.
According to Eli Ungar of Englewood,
the president of the Jewish Home Family’s
board, they do.
Although most people would acknowledge the importance of institutions like the
Jewish Home Family’s constituent parts —
along with the Berrie home, they include
the self-explanatory Jewish Home Assisted
Living Kaplen Family Senior Residence
in River Vale; the Jewish Home at Home,
which provides in-home services; and the
Jewish Home Foundation, responsible
for fund-raising — not many are attracted
intuitively to adopting them as primary

Eli Ungar speaks at the centennial
gala celebration last Sunday night.

charitable causes.
That once was true of Mr. Ungar as well,
he said. “I became involved with the Jewish Home a number of years ago, when a
friend who was on the board asked me to
go to a meeting,” he said. “I said that I am
happy to go with you, but this is not something that I had thought about.
“If you had asked me to come up with a
list of things I was interested in, it wouldn’t
have been first. Or fifth. Or seventh. Or
tenth. But I did go.”
What Mr. Ungar saw at that first meeting foreshadowed what he came to learn
about the entire organization.

Jewish Home at Rockleigh resident Mary Sussman with her aide at the Jewish Home Olympics.

“At first, I was taken aback by the age
of most of the board members,” he said.
“I admit to a certain set of preconceived
notions. It looked more like a gathering of
grandparents. I was about 39 then — I’m
49 now — and the average age in the room
probably was 80.
“The evening began with dinner, and
once people started talking, I was utterly

stunned by their sophistication and
thoughtfulness, and by their range of perspectives. One person after another spoke,
each more thoughtful than the last one. It
was a remarkable collection of talented,
accomplished people, who had come
together to make the organization work
and prosper.
“Many of them had made significant

financial contributions, but that wasn’t
what made it interesting to me. It was that
this was a group of people who could have
been doing other things, but who considered this not only a worthwhile but an
essential thing to do.
“Over the ensuing weeks and months,
I got to understand the organization
and the people better, and I also learned
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Cover Story
The Jewish Home Family
A look back over 100 years of serving the elderly
in Bergen, North Hudson, and Rockland
2015
• Jewish Home Family celebrates its
centennial with a yearlong series of
events open to the community.
• Jewish Home at Home opens @
HomeCare, providing home care
services to seniors in the community.
• Jewish Home at Home incorporates
@Home Safely (formally known as
Jewish Federation’s Bonim Builders)
offering services to people who need
home renovations services.

2014
• JH Family welcomed Carol Silver
Elliott as she began her tenure as
president and CEO.

• JHR & JHAL operated with an
average daily census of 98 and 90
percent respectively.
• JH Family’s president and CEO
began full-time oversight over all
facilities, programs, and services.
• Boneh Olam Annual Giving
program exceeds $1 million mark.

2009
• JH Family Board approved the
launch of a new eldercare agency for
the elderly living at home — “Jewish
Home at Home.” Geriatric Care
Management was initial program.
• JHR awarded 5 stars by the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services.

• JH Family honored Charles P.
Berkowitz’s 44 years of commitment
to the Jewish Home as he stepped
down as president and CEO.

• JHAL declared deficiency-free for
second year by the N.J. Department
of Health and Senior Services.

• Jewish Home Assisted Living
offers college courses to residents
in conjunction with Montclair State
University.

2008

2013
• JH Family’s combined agency
budgets exceeded $35 million.
• Hot Kosher Holiday Meals program
— deliveries by volunteers to seniors
— continues to expand.
• National documentary program,
Visionaries, selected Jewish Homes’
continuum of Alzheimer’s care as
topic for TV show.

2012
• JH Family dedicated the Charles P.
Berkowitz Gardens, honoring Chuck
Berkowitz’ 40 years of service to the
elderly, on the grounds of the Jewish
Home at Rockleigh.
• JHAL celebrated its fifth
anniversary and JHR celebrated its
tenth.

2011
• JH Family adds a full-time director
of volunteer services to expand the
number of volunteers helping seniors
living at home and in JHR and JHAL
facilities.
• Jewish Home at Home continued
to expand network of services to
seniors in the community who live at
home.

2010
• JHatH began providing geriatric
care management services to the
community.

• Jewish Home corporate restructure
established a parent entity — JH
Family — for broad oversight of
four subsidiaries — Jewish Home
and Rehabilitation Center, Jewish
Home at Rockleigh, Jewish Home
Foundation, and Jewish Home
Assisted Living.

2007
• JHAL facility opened in May 2007,
expanding services to the elderly.
• JHR completed $3 million capital
initiative.

2006
• JHF looked at new communitybased services designed to keep
elderly at home.
• JHF re-energized endowment/
planned giving committee to build a
significant endowment to enable it to
meet the needs of the elderly.

2005

JHR resident Mitzie Krampf and its director of recreton, Tracey Couliboly, enjoy
each other’s company.

more about why it is so important. Chuck
Berkowitz” — the institution’s long-time
head, who retired last year — “spent time
with me, touring Rockleigh and River Vale.
He and others introduced me to nurses
and residents and aides and others who
worked throughout the organization.
“It was this consistent commitment to
help people age with dignity, and to infuse
that part of their lives with vitality — that
was profoundly different from what I had
expected to find there, and from what I
assumed about nursing homes in general.
“In talking to other board members,
and in learning the story of how the organization evolved over time, and the facilities in Rockleigh and River Vale came into
existence, I heard a remarkable story of a
community simply deciding that it would
do something on the highest possible level
and refusing to accept anything less.”
The Jewish Home Family, which is celebrating its centennial this year, began as
an orphanage in Jersey City; it was incorporated as the Hebrew Orphans Home of
Hudson County in 1915. In the 1930s, as
the depression wore down people who
hadn’t begun the decade comfortably, the
need to provide housing for the elderly as

well as for the abandoned young became
clear. The institution began accepting
the elderly, and its name was changed to
Hebrew Home for Orphans and Aged of
Hudson County. It chugged along, serving both those groups but focusing more
and more on old people, until after World
War II. Then, as the waves of returning GIs
and the Bill that helped them get started
streamed out of Hudson County, heading
northward to Bergen, the Hebrew Home
followed the pull of the tide.
Throughout the next decades, the
Hebrew Home added services and facilities, changing along with the constituency,
following its needs and its demographics,
until, within the last few years, it took the
shape it has today.
It’s typical of the community, Mr. Ungar
said. “I was born here” — he is one of the
sons of Andre Ungar, rabbi emeritus of
Temple Emanuel of the Pascack Valley in
Woodcliff Lake and one of North Jersey’s
eminences grises — “and I spent most of
my adult life here, so I can’t speak to other
communities, but I do know that here we
have a fierce pride in preserving and protecting and growing the Jewish community
SEE UNGAR PAGE 29

• Construction on assisted living
project began.
• Established nonsectarian
congregational nursing program with
federal funding through the Naturally
Occurring Retirement Community
program through efforts of UJA-NNJ.
• Continued relationship with
Dominican College to train nursing
students.
• JHR indebtedness reduced to $18.8
million with major refinance package.
• Gallen Adult Day Health Care
Program’s average daily census rose
to 44 clients.

Residents take part in a pink-themed Dancercize in honor of Sharsheret’s Pink
Shabbat program and Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
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‘Pace of change accelerating’ at Jewish Home
New CEO, Carol Silver Elliott, favors a global viewpoint
Also new is a private duty homecare
business, @HomeCare.
“I’ve got experience with this,” Ms. Silver Elliott said. “While the laws here are
different and the structure is different,
the services are the same.” These include
the full range of non-medical services for
people living in their own homes, from
personal hygiene to light housekeeping to
driving clients to doctors’ appointments
or grocery stores.
“We opened in June, and it’s been growing faster than we anticipated,” she said.
“The people that we hire are certified
home health aides. We employ some of
them in our buildings as well. We’re hiring people as fast as we can,” she added,
because of the high demand, “but it’s a
good problem to have.”
Ms. Silver Elliott sees the increasing
demand for more services in the home as
a result not only of an aging population
but of the desire to “want to age in place
as long as possible.
“I think our role is really to understand
as best we can the demographics, market
needs, and opportunities, but also what
is taking place in the field,” she said. In
other words, those who work with the
aging need to have a global viewpoint,
“both macro and micro.
“The shape of this industry is changing. In my crystal ball, I think we’re going
to see an emphasis on people living at
home, and we will continue to support
people living at home. That’s huge, and
we’re working hard on that,” she said,
adding that Jewish Home Family also
embraces Safely@Home, formerly Bonim
Builders.
“Residential care will be provided

LOIS GOLDRICH

T

ime was, residents of the Jewish Home at Rockleigh received
their meals, pre-selected,
on trays put together in the
kitchen and taken to the units on large
carts.
But now, says Carol Silver Elliott — president and CEO of the Jewish Home Family
— the seniors in her care have more of a
say in what they eat.
“We’ve gone away from the tray line,”
Ms. Silver Elliott said, pointing out that
the organization has completely shifted
to steam tables.
“The food comes up in quantities — hot
when it’s supposed to be hot, and cold
when it’s supposed to be cold,” she continued. Residents “can choose then and
there what they want. They can ask for
more, and switch if they don’t want what
they ordered.”
If residents have difficulty communicating, staff can show them the options
and they can choose without verbalizing.
This new system stimulates residents’
appetites “by sights and smells,” Ms. Silver Elliott said.
The Jewish Home’s new approach to
food presentation is not strictly about
food. Instead, she said, it’s about choice.
What we should be asking, she said, is
“What’s important to you? What matters
to you in your life?
“We’re working to incorporate the concept of self-determination, regardless of
age or illness. They’re adults. It’s important to facilitate their making choices.”
The CEO, who took up her position in
November, said that she “came into an

Jewish Home Family CEO Carol Silver Elliott with residents and volunteers taking part in the Opening Minds Through Art program, which aims to give autonomy and decision-making through artistic expression to residents with dementia.

organization I saw as being very solid,
with a strong history, and saw an opportunity to help grow it.” To that end, she
intends to “add some of the newer programs and services to make sure we
remain viable in every respect.”
In the long-term care arena, for example, she is looking to import what she
learned from her experience at Cedar Village — a not-for-profit retirement community in Cincinnati — in the area of rehabilitation services.
“We expanded our short-term rehabilitation program in Cincinnati and I look
forward to doing that here,” she said. “It’s

2004

2002

• The Assisted Living Facility’s
plans completed.

• JHR was fully operational,
providing kosher meals, with
RCBC supervision, to elderly
in their homes, and to facilities
in Bergen, Hudson, Rockland
and Passaic counties, and
providing sub-acute, hospice,
long-term, rehab care.

• First on-site training program
for certified nursing aides
completed.
• Expansion of outpatient
services, including medical,
rehab, adult day health care,
and kosher meal program.
Increased services in Rockland
County.

2003
• JHR reached 99 percent
occupancy.
• JHR synagogue opened to
unaffiliated members of our
Jewish community.
• JHF introduced Boneh Olam
Annual Giving program.

2001
• JHR was licensed and
opened to its first resident in
November.
• JHR took over kosher meal
program in Bergen, Hudson,
Rockland, and Passaic
counties.

2000
• Capital Campaign for JHR
eclipsed $23 million milestone.

of huge importance, and something we’re
spending our time and energy on.”
Since her arrival, Ms. Silver Elliott has
spurred the creation of the SeniorHaven
Elder Abuse Shelter, the first such facility
in New Jersey and the 12th such shelter in
the United States. SeniorHaven — profiled
in the Jewish Standard in July — offers
community education as well as emergency short-term shelter for victims.
“It’s such an important program,” she
said, noting that education sessions have
been scheduled throughout the community. “We’re in the process of building
awareness.”

• Preliminary site plans for an
Assisted Living facility in River
Vale developed.

1999
• Contracts for the Rockleigh
facility signed, and
construction begun.
• Assisted living facility
on River Vale property
planned; market/financial
feasibility studies completed,
in cooperation with UJA
Federation of Bergen and
North Hudson.

1998
• Capital campaign for JHR
gained momentum throughout
Bergen, Rockland, and Hudson
Jewish communities.

1997

1994

• Won “Certificate of Need for
an Assisted Living Facility” in
Bergen County.

• 16-acre site, including a
160,000 square foot building
in Rockleigh, bought, for
conversion into state-of-theart long-term care center.

1996
• The Patrons program —
“Own A Day in Jewish Life” —
launched.
• River Vale Adult Day Care
program expanded, using
facilities of YM-YWHA of
Bergen County.

1995
• Harwood Pavilion —
affordable housing for the
elderly opened.

1993
• UJC’s task force reaffirmed
need for JHRC facility in
Bergen County.

1992
• Personal endowment
program launched.
• Bergen County expansion
sites considered.

• First Golf and Tennis Outing
held at Edgewood Country
Club in River Vale.
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differently in the future,” she said. “We’re
looking to create a smaller, household
kind of feeling. People thrive in that kind
of environment, and we want to help
them thrive as best we can.”
Also, in dealing with the aging of the
generation of baby boomers — “the silver tsunami” — she foresees a continuing
emphasis on wellness, with seniors asking themselves, “How do I maintain my

1991
• Plans for affordable
housing facility in Jersey City
implemented.
• Relationship with Rockland
County Jewish Home for the
Aged developed to provide
long-term care services for
Jewish elderly there.
• Kosher Meals on Wheels
expanded to Bergen County
sites.

1983
• Planning committee
identified need for added

health and stay as vital and healthy as
long as I possibly can?’
“We’re learning new things every day
about how to work with elder adults,” she
said.
She also is learning more about hospital
relationships.
“Every community is unique,” Ms. Silver Elliott said, noting that in this community, relationships with hospitals are

an increasingly significant factor when
people deal with long-term care. “I’m getting a sense of the landscape.”
Apparently, the new CEO is generating
a good deal of excitement in the Jewish
Home Family, with the volunteer training
program continuing to attract the support staff necessary to maintain all these
programs.
“There is a lot of support for change,”

long-term care beds in
Bergen County.

Handicapped Children
established.

1970s

• 50-bed nursing facility
opened in River Vale.

• First adult day care
program in New Jersey
established at Jersey City
facility.
• Kosher nutrition site served
more than 100 people/day in
Jersey City; Kosher Meals on
Wheels delivered 80 meals/
day to homebound elderly.
• Outpatient dental, medical
and podiatry clinics and
Rose Gross Center for

• Rehab and skilled nursing
facility completed in Jersey
City; name changed to JHRC.

1960s
• Rehabilitation services
added.

1950s
• Hebrew Home and Hospital
began serving needs of
chronically ill from Bergen

she said. “I walked into a group anxious
to do these things. The pace of change is
accelerating.”
The newfound passion and energy at
the Jewish Home Family reflect Ms. Silver
Elliott’s own passion and energy.
“I’ve worked in hospitals for a long time
in various roles, whether in marketing,
communications, fundraising, or strategic
planning,” she said. “But I wanted to be

and Hudson counties. Joseph
Gross Hospital Pavilion built
with 150 beds — largest
specialized hospital in New
Jersey (total 325 beds).

1940s
• Harry Yager long-term
custodial and nursing care
building built.
• David Kahn infirmary
added to provide custodial
and nursing care.

1930s

increased. Children’s
cottages remodeled.
• Institution’s name changed
to “Hebrew Home for
Orphans and Aged of
Hudson County.”

1915
• Small cottage on Stevens
Avenue, Jersey City bought
to provide housing for
Jewish orphans. Formally
incorporated as the “Hebrew
Orphans Home of Hudson
County.”

• Number of elderly unable
to care for themselves

GUEST OF HONOR

MOISHE HELLMAN
CO-PRESIDENT OF OHEL

TH

annual gala

BUILDING OUR
FUTURE TOGETHER
NOVEMBER 22, 2015
NEW YORK MARRIOTT MARQUIS
1535 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY
HONORARY CHAIRPERSONS HARVEY & GLORIA KAYLIE • MEL ZACHTER

CHAIRPERSONS MOSHE BERTRAM • REUVEN HELLMAN • JAY KESTENBAUM • ELAINE SCHICKMAN

FOR RESERVATIONS OR TO PARTICIPATE IN THE JOURNAL

PLEASE CALL 718-972-9338 • GALA@OHELFAMILY.ORG
26 JEWISH STANDARD OCTOBER 16, 2015

EV ER Y DAY HE RO AWA RD

BRUCE
PRINCE

T EA M OH EL RU NN ER A ND
T OP FUN DR A I SER
5T H Y E A R RU NN I N G F OR TE AM OH E L
IN TH E N YC M A R ATH ON .
R A ISI N G F UN DS FO R O H EL P R OG R A MS
I N ME MOR Y O F H IS B EL OV E D B RO TH ER ,
DAVI D A”H , A N D CH A N A POUP KO Z” L

Cover Story
a chief executive and knew it would be
more difficult to do in healthcare, coming up through a non-traditional path.”
So — to further her goal of running an
organization — she took on the leadership of Career Development Services in
Rochester, N.Y.
“I loved being a CEO, but I didn’t have
the same passion for helping people
find fulfillment in their work lives as
I did for human services,” she said. “I
went to the Jewish Home in Rochester,
then to Cedar Village. I love working on
long-term care and meeting people’s
needs. You have a chance to develop
relationships with people.”
In this job, she said, “you can’t help
but fall in love. You walk down the hall
and get a hug or a kiss, or someone says
how nice you look.”
Ms. Silver Elliott said she has derived
job satisfaction from “building strong
teams, developing really wonderful,
supportive relationships with boards,
having successful fundraising, and creating new programs and services.” Not
only does she want to meet community
needs, but “we want to be seen as a vital
part of the community,” she said.
So far, the Jewish Home Family has

forged working partnerships with the
Jewish Family Service, the JCC on the
Palisades, the Jewish Federation of
Northern New Jersey, and the Hebrew
Home in Riverdale. In addition, said
Ms. Silver Elliott — who is the immediate past national chair of the Association of Jewish Aging Services — the Jewish Home works closely with state and
national groups that serve the elderly.
Because it’s very important to
develop a strong strategic plan, the Jewish Home Family is about to embark
on that important task as well as on “a
master campus plan,” Ms. Silver Elliott
said. Because the organization recently
bought land next to its existing property, “we need to consider the best way
to expand.” She pointed out that the
organization commissioned a market
research study, conducted by a group
that specializes in the needs of senior
adults. “We’ll work with the strategic
planning committee to develop a business plan” to maximize opportunities,
she said.
Ms. Silver Elliott lives in River Vale
with her husband, Tom. “All the children are grown,” she said. Between
them, they have seven.

Fort Lee Alzheimer’s Awareness
and Support Week
October 18-22, 2015

Presentations by experts throughout the week to advise and guide families
Sponsored by the Borough of Fort Lee and coordinated by Home Helpers
All programs are free and open to the public
Sunday, October 18, 2-4pm: Is It Dementia or Normal Aging?
Monday, October 19, 7-9 pm: Legal and Financial Considerations
Tuesday, October 20, 2-7pm: Caregiver’s Journey
Wednesday, October 21, 7:30-9pm:
Care Options and Living with
Alzheimer’s - For Caregivers
Thursday, October 22, 7-9pm:
“You Are Here” Film and program
with director/screen writer
For exact locations of presentations and more
information call 201-655-8688 or
visit www.fortleehomecare.com

!
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Bar/Bat Mitzvah Planning Event

MITZVAH PROJECT
FAIR
&

CELEBRATE! SAVINGS

Exclusive Event Discounts

Register now at CelebrateShowcase.com
and enter to

Win a FitBit

LIVINGSTON, NJ
October 18, 2015 • 12-4pm
The Westminster Hotel
550 W Mount Pleasant Ave
Visit MitzvahMarket.com for Ideas & Inspiration!
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Is your family in crisis?
We know the law.
We can help.
Child Custody • Divorce • Alimony • Domestic Violence
Equitable Distribution • Mediation

www.njlawfirm.com
201-845-9600
250 Pehle Ave. Suite 401, Saddle Brook, NJ 07663
Recognized and Respected Litigators Since 1924.

“R

elocating to Englewood last summer from
the Upper West Side, we realized that where
you raise your family and what synagogue you
attend are decisions whose impact is felt for years;
so we visited many communities before we made
our decision. What we did not fully appreciate at the
time was how much of a community our children's
school would turn out to be. We planned to attend
a Sephardic synagogue and looked for a school to
complement our Sephardic traditions and culture
while allowing our children to still integrate into the
greater Jewish community. When we visited BPY's open house and took the school tour we were
immediately greeted by a warm staff, welcoming school environment, and happy children. Walking
through BPY's halls, we heard Hebrew and English spoken interchangeably. We could see and feel
the energy; the teachers and students, no matter their backgrounds, worked together as a team to
provide a unique cultural and academic experience. BPY has not let us down! Our children feel
nurtured, accepted and supported by their teachers and Rabbanim. We love that our children are
exposed to more than what is found in their books. Whether it's learning different traditions for
holidays or celebrating together on Yom Ha'atzmaut, BPY is truly a blended family of Jews from all
around the world. Being able to bridge the divide, by exposing our children to Sephardic,
Ashkenazic, Israeli and American traditions is what BPY does so well.”

What’s a Jewish orphanage?
JOANNE PALMER
The Hebrew Orphan’s Home of Hudson County opened in 1915 and was
certified the next year.
It’s notable in the context of a
story about the Jewish Home Family because all the rest of the organization began right there. It’s also
striking for modern readers because
the concept of a home for Jewish
orphans seems odd. We don’t have
orphanages much any more — luckily, we don’t need them much any
more — and somehow it seems that
Jewish children bereft of their parents always would have families to
take them in.
When we think that, we forget
about the realities of immigrant
early-20th-century life.
Dr. Reena Sigman Friedman, a
historian who now teaches at the
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in Philadelphia, studied Jewish orphanages for her doctoral dissertation, and then turned it into a
book, “These Are Our Children: Jewish Orphanages in the United States,
1880–1925.”
“The great majority of the orphans
in the orphanages I studied were not
full orphans,” Dr. Friedman said.
“They were half orphans” —one
of their parents had either died or
deserted the family — “or they were
the children of destitute parents,
or one or both of their parents had
tuberculosis.”
Some of the children would stay in
the orphanage for short stints, while

others would be in, on average, for
four to 10 years, she said. When parents, other family members, or older
siblings could bring them home,
they did. While there were asylums
for babies, most infants were able to
stay with family members; the youngest children in orphanages generally
were about 5. They aged out at 16
— often the orphanages would find
apprenticeships for those teenagers, and at times their families could
take them back when they were old
enough to contribute rather than take
from the family coffers.
Sibling groups often were broken
up, Dr. Friedman said. On the other
hand, parents often were allowed to
visit, particularly in smaller orphanages, like the Jersey City one. “They
were trying to Americanize the kids,
so they didn’t want too much contact
at first, but those rules liberalized
over time,” she said.
Jewish orphanages, like their Catholic counterparts, often were created to offer an alternative to the
Protestant institutions that took in
Jewish children but either overtly or
covertly tried to convert them. Jewish orphanages taught Jewish values,
but at least at first those values were
specifically liberal, and often unlike
those the children would have known
from home. Later, Orthodox orphanages were created; food would no
longer be kosher-style but actually
kosher, Dr. Friedman said. “There
were a lot of similarities between Jewish and non-Jewish orphanages, but
my sense is that because there was a
long history of Jewish child care institutions in Europe,
and because there
are the biblic al
mandates to take
care of orphans, in
general there was
somewhat more of
a Jewish sensibility,
and a little more
compassion,” she
added.

Liz and Alan Mitrani

Town – Englewood
Bet Knesset - Benaroya Sephardic Center, Congregation Ahavath Torah
Liz – Dentist; Binghamton University (BS, Biology),
Columbia University (DDS)
Alan - Investment Management; Brandeis University (BA, Economics)
Parents of - Benjamin (2nd), Pearl (K), Jacob (N),
Elias (1 year old – future BPY'er)

For information or to schedule a tour contact:
Ruth Roth, 201-845-5007, x16; ruthr@benporatyosef.org
“Like” us on FACEBOOK!
www.facebook.com/benporatyosef

201-845-5007 – www.benporatyosef.org
E. 243 FRISCH COURT, PARAMUS, NJ 07652
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New Jersey
certified the
incorporation
of the Hebrew
Orphan’s Home
of New Jersey
in 1916.
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Sandi M. Malkin, LL C
Interior Designer

(former interior designer of model
rooms for NY’s #1 Dept. Store)

For a totally new look using
your furniture or starting anew.
Staging also available

973-535-9192

ICRF Thanks our Founders
and Loyal Supporters

YEARS OF

LIFE-SAVING
RESEARCH
The Jewish Standard and the Jewish Home Family’s relationship goes back
to the Standard’s first issues.

Ungar
FROM PAGE 24

and its organizations. We have a wonderful balance between being patriotic
Americans and proud Jews. Many of the
people who built the Jewish Home, as
well as the JCC” — he’s talking specifically
about the Kaplen JCC on the Palisades in
Tenafly — “were veterans. There was a
long-term perspective that permeated all
the discussions.
“As the board chair, I am heir to all
this enormous work that preceded me,”
Mr. Ungar said. “We define our success by trying to do those things that
will allow future generations to look at
our accomplishments as we look at our
predecessors’.”
Although the board is now more representative of the community’s demographics than it was when he joined it,
“for a lot of reasons, there are logical
impediments to people in their 30s joining it,” he continued. “They are not necessarily ready to become deeply committed to an organization that might not

resonate with them as educational institutions might.”
And let’s be clear. “The truth of death”
— and of course the older you get the
closer you come to it — “makes it all the
more important that we find a way to
make ourselves known and compelling
to people not just when they or their parents look to us as service providers, but
before then, as part of a community.
“Many of us have been blessed with
grandparents, and we have enormously
fond associations and relationships with
them,” he said. “There is nobody who
would say ‘I don’t want my grandparent
to be treated in a respectful and thoughtful and proactive way. And that’s the
beginning of empathy.
“No one in our organization thinks
of what we are doing as managing or
overseeing a nursing home. We would
describe what we are involved in as making sure that everyone is being treated
as we would like our grandparents or
parents or spouses or siblings or anyone
else we love to be treated.

Celebrate our 40th Anniversary • Honor our Founders
Recognize Our Many Loyal Supporters

Tower of Hope Gala
Monday, November 9, 2015, 6:30 PM
Guastavino’s, 409 East 59th Street, New York

Guest Speaker

Yosef Shiloh, Ph.D.

Master of Ceremonies

Ben Brafman

Humorist

Brad Zimmerman

More information:
212-969-9800 ext. 225 or icrfonline.org

Israel Cancer Research Fund
295 Madison Ave., Suite 1030 • New York, NY
212-969-9800 • www.icrfonline.org • info@icrfny.org
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Jewish Home at Rockleigh residents Joanie Koch
and Edith Post watch themselves on a reporter’s
mobile device as part of a story on their fan club for
American Idol star Jax, who later visited them at the
Jewish Home.

“This is in some ways a very intimate conversation. It is
not about budgets and financing and property management
— although it is also about those things. It is about our loved
ones, and making sure that they have what they need to live
actively, even when they no longer can live independently.
“I once heard someone involved in building in Rockleigh
say, ‘We built the Jewish Home as if it were for us — as if we
would be moving into it.’
“You can see that in the details,” he continued. “There
are no shared rooms at the Jewish Home at Rockleigh, even

Saturday
October 24, 2015
8:00PM

113 Engle Street,
Englewood (St. Paul’s campus)
COVER

ncludes hors d oeuvres
and wine

$45 per person
$35 per person 29 and younger
$180 to Sponsor (Includes 2 tickets

though at times that was a great expense. But there is a dignity and a quality of life that we wanted to make a reality.”
Talking about reality, “there is no question that there is
a business component to this,” Mr. Ungar said. “The Jewish Home has done a wonderful job over the years in sustaining itself and being proactive. The financial piece is the
insufficient but necessary starting point. The real heart of
the effort is to create homes that are joyous and engaging
and diverse, so that people who interact with our organization, in any capacity, feel that it is an uplifting and engaging
part of their lives, not the unfortunate but unavoidable last
chapter, which often is the case in nursing homes.
“This is the reality — through modern science we live longer, and so we have the privilege of dealing with more and
more medical conditions than our predecessors did. So we
have to make sure that the goal is not just living longer, but
living happier.”
The Jewish Home encourages intergenerational programming — in a way, it is echoing its origins as a haven for both
abandoned children and enfeebled adults. It encourages its
residents to use technology to connect with their families
— if they can’t make the Skype or FaceTime on their iPads
work, volunteers can do it for them. Residents not only
can email their grandchildren, they even can play bridge
online. It also encourages the volunteers, whose expertise
and time are so valuable. “There are ways to contribute
that go way beyond writing a check — although we are not
averse to people writing checks!” Mr. Ungar said. “Whether
it’s putting up a sukkah for someone who can’t do it, or getting a senior to communicate with grandchildren online,
to helping beautify the building or delivering kosher meals
on wheels — there are hundreds of ways to support seniors.
Some of them are easily done and take little time; others

CABARET
NIGHT

This is in some ways
a very intimate
conversation … It is
about our loved ones,
and making sure that
they have what they
need to live actively.
take much more time and are more engaging.
“All the local day schools have programming that
connects with the Jewish Home,” he continued. “They
come in and break down what historically has been a
divide between children at home and older people in
the homes. The more we can eliminate that divide, the
better for everyone.”
Jewish Home at Home is the continuation of a newer
trend than nursing homes — the move to keep older
people living at home as long as possible, perhaps for
all of their lives. The program, among other services,
helps people modify their houses to make them safer
and to allow them to use specialized equipment that
otherwise they’d have to go out to get.
All this takes money, Mr. Ungar acknowledges. “We
live in a community where some people struggle every
day, and others struggle on no day, not ever,” he said.
“Something our community has done masterfully is
create accessible programming, and those who can
afford to pay for the services can and do pay for them,
while the community does its best to make those services available to everyone else. Our definition of success is to be able to help as many people as possible in
a sustainable way.
“We measure success not by revenue but by the
extent to which we can enable someone in our care
to live fully and safely and joyously. These things are

with Kol HaNeshamah
Join us for singer, raconteur,
and night club personality
Naomi Miller ’s romp through
Klezmer, Broadway…
and beyond!

and a listing in the event program.)

RSVP Reserve your seats now!

E-mail rsvp@khnj.org by October 20.
For information email info@khnj.org
or call 201-816-1611
All proceeds will support
Congregation Kol HaNeshamah.

The newspaper’s coverage reveals both the institution’s history and its cultural assumptions.

WE OFFER REPAIRS
AND ALTERATIONS
TALLESIM CLEANED • SPECIAL SHABBOS RUSH SERVICE
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We want your business and we go the extra
mile to make you a regular customer

1245 Teaneck Rd.
Teaneck

837-8700

Cover Story
RCBC

Glatt Kosher Caterers

Where You’ll Find
Great Food,
Great Service,
And The Nicest Customers!
SUPER SPECIALS — THURS&FRI, OCT. 22&23
From left, Eric Holzer, Charles Klatskin, Russ Berrie and Lenny Rubin at the
groundbreaking at Rockleigh in 1999.

increasingly difficult as we age, and our
physical difficulties increase, so one of the
challenges for us is to make sure that we
continue to define success in that way.
“It is easier to look at a financial statement to see how we did than to know

how we did in making sure that people
are able to live the way we’d want our
grandparents or parents to live.
“If we pass that test, then we are
doing that job,” Mr. Ungar said. “But you
should also send us a check!”

Bucharian Bactch
(Rice & Beef)

Sale $499 lb.
Reg. 899 lb.

Ziti
with Meat Sauce
Sale $499 lb.
Reg. 899 lb.

446 Cedar Lane · Teaneck, NJ · 201-692-0192 · Fax 201-692-3656
www.maadan.com for complete menu

Sunday, October 25
2pm – 4pm @ Camp Veritans

learn and excel at baseball, basketball, soccer and much more
Monday evenings 5:00-6:30pm | beginning monday, october 19,2015
teaneck jewish center: 800 broad st., teaneck, nj | healthy snack provided | no previous experience necessary
space is limited | rsvp by tuesday, october 13th to reva judas at judasr@ou.org or 201.833.1349

Yachad, the National Jewish Council for Disabilities, is dedicated to enhancing the life
opportunities of individuals with disabilities, ensuring their participation in the full
spectrum of Jewish life. Yachad is an agency of the Orthodox Union.
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Engle St., next to library.
(201) 568-2215 or www.
englewoodlibrary.org.

Modern physics in
Ridgewood: Dr. Joshua
Holden begins an adult
education course,
“Modern Physics: The
Jewish Science — Who
Knew?” at Temple Israel
& JCC, 10:30 a.m. Topics
include atoms, quarks,
lasers, GPS, light bulbs,
and exploding stars. 475
Grove St. (201) 444-9320
or www.synagogue.org.

Military bridge in
New City: The West
Clarkstown Jewish
Center hosts military
bridge with lunch,
refreshments, and
prizes, noon. 195 West
Clarkstown Road, New
City, N.Y. (845) 352-0017.

Thread,” an evening
with Martin Greenfield,
5:30 p.m., at the
Lafayette Theater
in Suffern, N.Y. Mr.
Greenfield, a tailor
in Brooklyn who
dressed celebrities
and presidents, wrote
a memoir, “Measure
of a Man,” last year.
(845) 368-1889 or visit
www.JewishSuffern.com.

Art in Fair Lawn: Artist
Jeffrey Packard has an
art show at Congregation
Shomrei Torah,
7-10 p.m. 19-10 Morlot
Ave. (201) 791-7910.

Marty Schneit
Borscht Belt: Marty

Film in Franklin Lakes:

Café Europa, a social program sponsored
by the Jewish Family Service of Bergen
and North Hudson for Holocaust survivors,
funded in part by the Claims Conference
on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany and the
Jewish Federation of North Jersey, meets at Temple
Emanu-El in Closter on Wednesday, October 21, from
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Kosher lunch. Entertainment by
the Odessa Klezmer Band. 180 Piermont Road. Shari
Brodsky, (201) 837-9090, ext. 237, or sharib@jfsbergen.
org.

OCT.

21

Friday
OCTOBER 16
Blood drive in Teaneck:
Holy Name Medical
Center holds a blood
drive with New Jersey
Blood Services, a
division of New York
Blood Center, 1-7 p.m.
718 Teaneck Road.
(800) 933-2566 or www.
nybloodcenter.org.

with guest jazz violinist
Joe Deninzon, aka the
“Jimi Hendrix of the
Violin,” 7:30 p.m. He has
performed with Bruce
Springsteen, Cheryl Crow,
Smokey Robinson, Deep
Purple, and on Broadway.
221 Schraalenburgh Road.
(201) 768-5112 or www.
tbenv.org.

Sunday
OCTOBER 18
Atlantic City trip:

Joe Deninzon
Shabbat in Closter:
Rabbi David S. Widzer
and Cantor Rica Timman
lead services at Temple
Beth El of Northern Valley,

Hadassah’s Fair Lawn
chapter takes a trip
to the Resort and Spa
Casino. A bus leaves the
Fair Lawn Jewish Center/
Congregation B’nai
Israel at 8:30 a.m. $30;
includes $25 slot play
money. Bring ID. Checks
payable to Hadassah.
10-10 Norma Ave. Varda,
(201) 791-0327.

School open house in
Teaneck: Ma’ayanot
Yeshiva High School
for Girls holds an open
house. Registration,

9 a.m.; program, 9:45.
1650 Palisade Ave. Nina
Bieler, (201) 833-4307,
ext. 255, or admissions@
maayanot.org.

Film in Teaneck: “Back
to the Future,” now
30 years old, is at the
Teaneck Cinemas, 10 a.m.,
for Holy Name Medical
Center in conjunction
with Team Fox and the
DebbieLou Charitable
Fund. Proceeds benefit
Parkinson’s research.
Debbie, (551) 486-5756,
louflancbaum@aol.com,
or backtoafuture.com.

Temple Emanuel of
North Jersey offers
“Be Yourself,” a light
comedy-drama about
Fanny Brice and the
Roaring 20s, 1:30 p.m.
Popcorn and ice cream.
558 High Mountain Road.
(201) 560-0200 or www.
tenjfl.org.

Awareness walk in
Westwood: The social
action committee of
Congregation B’nai Israel
in Emerson co-sponsors
the “Walk for Water”
with the Westwood Area
Clergy Council to raise
awareness for the women
of Rwanda at Westvale
Park on Sand Road,
1:30 p.m. (201) 666-8998
or www.bisrael.com.

Concert in Rockleigh:
The Jewish Home Family
offers a nostalgia concert
with Marvin Eiseman
and Sons performing
Yiddish and other
favorites, accompanied
by musician Zhana
Rubinstein, at the Jewish
Home at Rockleigh, 2:30
p.m. Part of the JHF’s
Centennial celebration
and also in celebration
of Mr. Eiseman’s 89th
birthday. 10 Link Drive.
(201) 784-1414.

Cantor Sam Weiss

Schneit, a licensed New
York City tour guide, gives
an illustrated lecture,
“Memories of the Borscht
Belt,” at Heritage Pointe
in Teaneck, 4 p.m. 600
Frank W. Burr Boulevard,
Teaneck. Joel or Janice,
(201) 836-9260 or
HeritagePointeofTeaneck.
com.

Cantor Randy Herman
Music in Paramus:
The JCC of Paramus/
Congregation Beth
Tikvah offers a concert
with Cantors Sam Weiss
of the JCCP/CBT and
Randy Herman of Bet
Torah in Mt. Kisco, N.Y.,
performing American
standards, original
songs, and Yiddish
and Hebrew favorites,
7 p.m. Refreshments.
E. 304 Midland Ave.
(201) 262-7691

Author in Scotch Plains:
Dr. Michael Curtis,
distinguished professor
emeritus of political
science at Rutgers
University and Middle
East expert, discusses
his book “Jews, AntiSemitism, and the Middle
East,” at Temple Sholom
of Scotch Plains, 7 p.m.
Refreshments. 1925 Lake
Ave. (908) 889-4900 or
www.sholomnj.org.

Monday
OCTOBER 19

Marthe Cohn
Heroic spy in Nazi
Germany: Valley Chabad
and Eternal Flame offer
a lecture, “Behind Enemy
Lines,” by Holocaust
survivor/author Marthe
Cohn at Pascack Valley
High School. Doors open,
6:30 p.m.; program at
7:15. Introduction by
Dovid Efune, editor-inchief of the Algemeiner
newspaper, who will
discuss “World AntiSemitism and the BDS
Movement on College
Campuses.” 200
Piermont Ave., Hillsdale.
(201) 476-0157 or www.
Eternalflame.org.

Author in Paramus:
Judy Brown, author
of “Hush” and a new
book, “This is Not a Love
Story,” is at the Jewish
Federation of Northern
New Jersey, 7:30 p.m. 50
Eisenhower Drive. JoAnn,
(201) 820-3906 or www.
jfnnj.org/judybrown.

Feature film: The Kaplen

Book sale: Friends of
the Englewood Library
holds its bargain book
sale, including Judaica
titles, 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Fill
a grocery bag for $5.
At Renaissance Office
Center (side entrance), 15

New Jersey’s Gross
Center for Holocaust
and Genocide Studies
screens “Zemene,” about
an Ethiopian girl who
is saved by a doctor
working for the American
Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee, at Ramapo,
1 p.m. 505 Ramapo
Valley Road, Mahwah.
(201) 684-7409.

Martin Greenfield
Entertainment in
Suffern: The Chabad
Jewish Center of Suffern
hosts “Hanging by a

Film in Mahwah:

JCC on the Palisades in
Tenafly screens “Gett:
The Trial of Viviane
Amsalem,” 7:30 p.m.,
as part of a series,” Top
Films You May Have
Missed or Want to See
Again.” Introduction and
sessions. 411 E. Clinton
Ave. (201) 408-1493.

Ramapo College of
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